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#1. Prior Probability (42 min)

[t 1s a general consensus among historians that people of all
faith have been known to falsely attribute works. This has
been the case for historical material from pagans, Jews,
and Christians. Therefore, one should not assume that the
material from Islam should be any difterent. Historians
must assume that people are dishonest and then try to
prove their honesty. Since historically, the situations were
the same for other religious groups, it would be naive to
think that Muslims are different in this regard. For
perspective, the people of the faith at that time were not a
single monolith. There were numerous factions, tribes,
theological =~ understandings, = competing  theories,
skirmishes, battles, and even civil wars. All this creates an

environment where individuals will have strong



incentives to fabricate sources to strengthen their stance.
Additionally, at the time, there was no rigorous
scholarship and institutions for collecting and transmitting
material or a consistent approach for wvalidating its
authenticity. All this opens the opportunity for much

sloppy work to enter the Hadith corpus.!
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